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“Prove all things;
hold fast that which is good.”

(1 Thessalonians 5:21)
(“Prove” means “test.”)

“All scripture is given by inspiration of God,
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof,
for correction, for instruction in righteousness:
That the man of God may be perfect,
thoroughly furnished unto all good works.”

(2 Timothy 3:16-17)

“Beware lest any man spoil you
through philosophy and vain deceit,
after the tradition of men,
after the rudiments of the world,
and not after Christ.”

(Colossians 2:8)
(“Spoil” means “rob” or “ruin.”)



Preface

Catholic Concerns is based on a lot of research. It deals with subjects that are often
presented in a complex or academic fashion. | have tried to be simple and straightforward
in my presentation, in order to be easily understood by people from a wide variety of
backgrounds.

| have thoroughly documented the information in Catholic Concerns. You can
study these issues yourself and come to your own conclusions. Much of my information
comes from Catholic books and websites. | have also drawn from my personal experience
with Catholicism.

This book confronts some touchy issues. | have tried to do so with compassion
and objectivity, but sometimes | have had to be blunt in order to make my point clear.
The Apostle Paul told us to speak the truth in love. (Ephesians 4:15) | have tried to do
that.

I want to make it clear that my problem is with the Catholic system—not the
people. | love the people. The ones | knew were devout and sincere, and trying to live
good lives.

There are Catholics who really love the Lord. I used to be one of them.

Communication

People think differently. Our minds work differently. We interpret what we read based on
our knowledge and personal experience. If we aren’t careful, we may make assumptions,
or jump to conclusions.

Please don’t read things into this book that | haven’t said. For example, when |
say that a person did something, all I am doing is describing actions that can be
objectively verified. I am not attributing motives to people. | can’t do that, because |
don’t know the people.

In Catholic Concerns | will sometimes tell about people who did destructive
things. 1 am not judging those people. Only God knows their hearts. | am just giving you
some historical facts.

For example, | discuss some popes who did bad things. What they did was bad.
However, only God is qualified to judge the men who did it. There is a difference
between people and their actions. Sometimes people who do bad things are looking for
God, but we would never recognize it because of their behavior. The Apostle Paul is an
example. Before his conversion, he persecuted Christians to the death.

I believe that there are two kinds of people in this world—those who know Jesus
Christ, and those who have the potential to know Him. We should love people in the first
group because they are our brothers and sisters in Christ. And we should love people in
the second group because they need to see the love of God in us and through us. It is the
goodness of God that leads people to repentance. (Romans 2:4) When Christians are
loving, it demonstrates God’s goodness.

An example of this is Corrie ten Boom, a Dutch woman whose family hid Jews
during the Second World War. A man named Jan VVogel betrayed her family and reported



them to the Nazis. Corrie’s father died in prison. Corrie and her sister Betsie were sent to
a death camp. Betsie died there, but Corrie survived. She found out that Jan VVogel was in
prison and was scheduled to be executed. Corrie wrote to him, telling him that she
forgave him. She also told him about Jesus. He wrote back to her saying that if she could
forgive him after what he had done, then he wanted to know her God. He was converted a
week before he died.!

Terminology

In this book, | often use the term “Evangelical.” There is some variation in how people
understand the term, so | want to make my meaning clear. | use “Evangelical” to describe
Christians who believe in: (1) salvation by faith in the atoning death of Jesus Christ;
(2) the importance of personal conversion; (3) the authority and credibility of Scripture;
and (4) the importance of sharing their faith with non-Christians. In other words,
Christians who have a Biblical worldview. That includes believing foundational Christian
doctrines such as the Resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Sometimes | will talk about “false teachings.” What | mean by that term is
teachings that are incompatible with—or contrary to—a Biblical Christian worldview.
They are false from the perspective of Biblical Christianity. As a result, it is inconsistent
for a person to claim to be a Christian and—at the same time—believe those teachings.

Am | saying that people who believe false teachings are bad people? Not at all.
They may be charming, likeable, enthusiastic, and quite sincere. The Bible says that such
people are “deceived.” | know a pastor who is a false teacher. | care about him and his
family, and | pray for them. | also pray for the people who are influenced by him.

Let me give an illustration. A cat is not a dog, even though they have much in
common. (They are furry, affectionate, four-footed creatures who make good pets. They
are also meat-eaters who chase other animals.) Is a cat better than a dog, or a dog better
than a cat? Pet owners have their opinions, but only God really knows the right answer to
such questions.

My problem is not with cats versus dogs. It is with cats who claim to be dogs.
And with dogs who claim to be cats. Dogs and cats are different kinds of animals, with
clear and obvious differences.

Putting this in terms of religions, | can love and respect people of any religion or
philosophy. Where | have a problem is when someone claims to be a Christian, but what
they believe and teach is contrary to foundational Christian doctrines or the clear
teachings of Scripture.

For example, if somebody wants to deny the Resurrection, they are free to do so.
But to deny the Resurrection—and at the same time claim to be a Christian—is
inconsistent. To do that is to demonstrate a lack of understanding of Christianity. The
Apostle Paul said that if Jesus Christ is not risen from the dead, then our faith is “vain”
(useless), we are still “in [our] sins” (unsaved), and “we are of all men most miserable.”
But Christ is indeed “risen from the dead,” and therefore we will also rise from the dead.
(See 1 Corinthians 15:12-26.)

Catholic Concerns is written from the perspective of a Biblical Christian
worldview. It is written for people who either share that worldview or else are open to



learning about it. If you believe that the Bible is “just another book,” then | suggest that
you do one of two things. You can stop reading this book and find something that is more
appropriate for you. Or else you can read it with an open mind and ask God to show you
His perspective about what | am saying. In addition, | encourage you to read Evidence
That Demands a Verdict by Josh McDowell.

Some Practical Issues

You have my permission to quote from Catholic Concerns as long as you do it accurately
and fairly. You may also distribute both electronic copies and printed copies of it. If you
would like to post it on your website, | encourage you to do so.

| wanted to give you some good quotations from some papal encyclicals.
However, | don’t have permission to quote the material. So | paraphrased the
information. You can read the encyclicals yourself, because they are online. (The
Endnote referring to the encyclical will give its Latin name and the name of the pope who
wrote it. Just do an Internet search for its Latin name.)

In referring to the Catholic Encyclopedia, | used the classic 1914 edition. This
edition has two advantages. First, it is online, so you can read the articles for yourself.
Second, it was written before the Second Vatican Council (1962-1965). Following the
Second Vatican Council, the Catholic Church placed a strong emphasis on ecumenism. It
made many changes in its outward appearance, in order to be more palatable to
Protestants. The 1914 edition of the Catholic Encyclopedia speaks openly and frankly
about some things that more modern editions would probably avoid or water down.

My Testimony mentions that | left the convent when | was a novice. | never made
vows. Some people have asked me why I refer to myself as a “former nun” when | never
made vows. According to the 1914 edition of the Catholic Encyclopedia, if a novice has
been accepted into a religious order (I was), and has been given a habit (I wore it), then
he or she is a monk or a nun in the broad sense of the term.?

Contact Information

If you want to contact me, you can do so through my website, Catholic Concerns. (The

website has the same name as the book. It has numerous articles and some eBooks.) You

can also contact me by email. | welcome correspondence, but | don’t do debating.
Website — www.CatholicConcerns.com

Email — MaryAnnCollins@juno.com



If you want to find information that I don’t have, then go to Dr. Joe Mizzi’s
website, Just for Catholics. He has a search engine and you can find things using key
words.

www. justforcatholics.org

Dr. Mizzi was a Catholic before he became an Evangelical Christian. Because of
his training and experience, he is very knowledgeable about Catholicism. His website has
numerous articles in eleven languages.

If you want someone else to be able to read this book, then you can give them a
link to my website. (The book and the website have the same name: Catholic Concerns.)
They can read it online or download a PDF file (an eBook). You can send people the
eBook, or print it for them. And you can buy a published copy of the book at
Amazon.com. (If you don’t find it there, then go to the bookstore on my website.) If you
don’t have a computer, then you can order the book at Barnes & Noble. (They probably
won’t have a copy in the store, but they should have one in their warehouse.)

A Challenge

If you are disturbed by some of the things that I have written, | understand how you feel.
I was a devout Catholic for many years, and strongly loyal to the Catholic Church. It
grieves me to learn about some of these things.

If you disagree with what | have said, you are welcome to your opinion. We all
have to do the best that we can to discern whether or not things are true. However, | do
want to challenge you to do one thing. Please ask God what He thinks about it.

The Bible says that we need to test everything against Scripture. Therefore, as
you read this book—or any other book—I encourage you to ask God to give you His
perspective about the things that you are reading. We all need to habitually seek God for
His guidance.

May the Lord bless you and speak to your heart as you read this book.

Mary Ann Collins
October 28, 2008



Testimony

I joined the Roman Catholic Church because | was looking for God. | entered the convent
because | wanted to be close to God and to serve Him with radical devotion. But it wasn’t
until after I left Catholicism that | found the kind of relationship with God that | had been
looking for all along. You can read about it in my poems (Appendix F).

My pastor and my father both advised me not to give out personal information.
This testimony is an attempt to share my heart and my life within the framework of their
advice.

| started out as a secular humanist who was prejudiced against Christianity. | had
been taught that Christians were gullible people who were either stupid or uneducated. |
looked to science, psychology, and politics to save mankind from its problems.

However, | did have some exposure to Christianity. There was a western movie
on TV where a man was killed and the people went to his grave and read the 23rd Psalm.
They read the entire psalm. | was deeply impressed by it. In addition, I was exposed to
Christianity through Christmas carols and other music.*

During my senior year in high school, | fell in love with a young man who was a
devout Catholic. That was my first encounter with someone who strongly believed in
God. I may have met Christians before that, but if so, | didn’t know that they were
Christians.

This young man prayed. He loved God. He was a man of principle and integrity.
His life was guided by his religious beliefs. He had hope. He had a kind of compassion
and respect for people that | had not seen before. There was something different about
him. 1 didn’t know what it was, but whatever it was, | wanted it. I figured that it had
something to do with his religion, so | started taking instruction in Catholicism. The
young man moved far away and | didn’t see him again, but | continued studying
Catholicism.

During my first year of college | majored in biology. I also studied French and
Latin. | went to a local priest every week for instruction. Under his direction, I studied
many books, including the Baltimore Catechism, C.S. Lewis’ Mere Christianity and
Miracles, G.K. Chesterton’s Orthodoxy, and biographies of well known modern
Catholics.

This was in the days of the Latin Mass, before there was a formal catechumen
program. When | returned home for the summer, | found another priest to continue my
instruction.

| was unable to return to college the following year. | found another priest to
instruct me. For several years, | continued to study with that priest, while working to earn
money for college. The priest gave me more books to study, including a series of
booklets on Scripture. (There was a booklet for each book of the Bible. On each page, the
top of the page contained Scripture and the bottom contained a Catholic commentary
about those portions of Scripture.) | loved Scripture, and | read every word of those
books, including all of the notes.



My job was close to a Catholic Church, and I went to Mass during lunch hour. 1
prayed for God to give me faith. I was praying, even though | wasn’t sure that God
existed. My very first prayer was, “God, if You’re out there, show me.” | didn’t take
communion because | wasn’t a Catholic. | only said as much of the Apostles Creed as |
actually believed. It was a long time before I could even say the opening phrase, “I
believe in God.”

After several years, | was baptized as a Roman Catholic. Soon afterwards, my
brother also became a Catholic. His instruction was through group classes. | attended
those classes with him because | was hungry to learn anything that I could about God.

I went to a Catholic college and majored in Religious Education. My classes on
Scripture taught a lot of modern “higher criticism.” Some of my other Religious
Education classes taught things that seemed to be contrary to the official teachings of the
Catholic Church. | found a priest at that college who was willing to help me, so when
something that |1 was being taught in class seemed to be questionable, I asked him
whether or not it was consistent with the official teaching of the Catholic Church.

| entered the convent for several reasons. | wanted to be closer to God and to
serve Him more wholeheartedly. | wanted to learn more about God and to spend my life
being more intensely focused on Him. And I believed that God wanted me to be a nun.

When | entered the convent, | was careful to choose a conservative one which
followed the official teachings of the Catholic Church. My training for religious life
included studying the documents of the Second Vatican Counsel, other books relating to
Catholic doctrine, and biographies of well known saints.

I spent over two years as a postulant and a novice. This was a time of testing for
the leaders of the convent—and for me—to decide whether or not I should make vows.

I was in religious life for a little over two years. | was a novice, but | never made
vows. A novice is someone who has entered a religious order and has been given a habit.
He or she undergoes training and “religious formation” in preparation for taking vows.
(There are novice monks as well as novice nuns.)

My mother superior had some questions about my calling, and she and the
leadership decided that I should not remain in the convent. | left the convent on good
terms and have occasionally been in contact with the sisters since then. Those nuns were
dedicated, self-sacrificing ladies who loved God and wanted to serve Him.

Years later, | realized that the convent was not a healthy place, either spiritually
or emotionally. Our self-imposed penances, and our other attempts to make ourselves
more holy, actually encouraged self-righteousness. We were not allowed to have
friendships, or to be close to any human being. We were supposed to be emotionally
detached. We were taught to love people in a detached, impersonal way.

This is not Biblical. When God said, “It is not good for man to be alone” He was
referring to more than just marriage. The Bible encourages close relationships.

Our example of the perfect human being is Jesus. He was unmarried, but he was
not at all emotionally detached. He wept publicly. His heart was “moved with
compassion.” He made many statements that showed strong emotions. He had special
friends (Peter, James, and John) and a “best friend” (John).

Some people have asked me why | call myself a former nun when I never made
vows. According to the Catholic Encyclopedia, if a novice has been accepted by a
religious order (which I was) and has been given a religious habit (which | wore), then he



or sr;e is @ monk or a nun in the broad sense of the term. So | refer to myself as a former
nun.

Our mother superior was careful about which priests she allowed to say Mass for
us. We had priests who were loyal to the Catholic Church and its official teachings.

When 1 left the convent and went to live with my parents, | couldn’t find priests
like that. The local priests seemed to have little faith and little loyalty—either to God or
to the Catholic Church. | remember one Mass where the homily (a short sermon) was so
distressing that I left in tears. | stayed outside, weeping. But then | went back inside, in
order to take communion. | tried every Catholic church in town, but I couldn’t find a
good priest.

I vividly remember a priest who spoke about Luke 7:38-50. This was the time
when Jesus ate in the home of a Pharisee. A woman came and wept and washed Jesus’
feet with her tears, and dried them with her hair, and anointed them with ointment. The
Pharisee was critical of the woman. Jesus told him that he had not washed His feet, but
the woman did. He had not greeted Him with a kiss, but the woman kissed his feet. The
Catholic priest said that this event must not have really happened, because it would be
rude for a guest to say something like that to his host, and Jesus would never have been
rude. This illustrates an attitude towards Scripture which | encountered with a number of
priests. It was very distressing.

Meanwhile, my parents had become Christians. They had joined a little Methodist
church where the pastor believed the Bible and loved the people. Because the local
Catholic churches were distressing, | started doing the splits. I went to early morning
Mass (out of duty) and then | attended the Methodist church. When my parents joined
another Scripturally based Protestant church, I followed them there, while still attending
early morning Mass on Sundays. | did the splits for years.

I made myself go to Mass out of duty. But | went to my parents’ church eagerly. |
learned exciting things about the Bible there. | sang songs that stirred my soul. I took
classes that made me more and more hungry for Scripture. | got to know people who
were enthusiastic about God. | learned that Biblical principles really work, and that they
make a significant practical difference in real-life situations.

As | learned more about the Bible, | began to realize that some Catholic teachings
are contrary to Scripture. This was disturbing. At first, |1 pushed those contradictions to
the back of my mind and didn’t deal with them. They made me uneasy, but | wasn’t
emotionally able to handle the idea that there might be something wrong with the
Catholic Church. I had strong faith in the Catholic Church, and was intensely loyal to it.

My brother was a devout Catholic. He assisted the priests at Mass for many years.
We had a tradition that on Easter and Christmas, he and his wife would come visit and
we would go to midnight Mass together. This was a Mass on Christmas Eve which ended
shortly after midnight (very early Christmas morning), and a similar kind of Mass the
evening before Easter.

One Christmas, at midnight Mass, the priest taught that the Christmas story as
presented in the Bible is basically a pious myth to make people feel good, but it has
nothing to do with history or reality. My brother got so angry that he wanted to jump up
and shout, “Are we here to celebrate it or debate it?”

The next day, we went to church with our parents. The pastor there told us that
Daniel had been in charge of the “wise men” of Babylon (the magi). Therefore, they
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knew about Baalam’s prophecy that the King of the Jews would be heralded by a star.
Their religion included watching the stars for signs. So when they saw the special star,
they realized that it signaled the coming of this special King of the Jews. Also, one of
their functions was to decide who the valid king was if there was a controversy about it.
So when they came to confirm that Jesus was truly the King of the Jews, they were
fulfilling their official function.

Needless to say, the contrast was striking—and troubling. | did a lot of praying
after that. By the following Easter, | had left the Catholic Church and joined my parents’
church.

I didn’t know what to tell my brother and his wife, because they were coming to
visit at Easter, and | didn’t want to go to midnight Mass with them. We had a long,
awkward telephone conversation. Then I finally told them. They started laughing. They
had also left the Catholic Church, and were in the process of visiting different churches,
trying to find a church home. And they didn’t know how to tell me about it.

I used to be all tied up in rules, regulations, and rituals. But now | have found a
wonderful, vibrant, personal relationship with the Creator of the universe, who loves me.
And with Jesus Christ, who loves me so much that He died for me. And He has put a new
song in my heart:

Your Word brings life to save my soul.
Your Truth brings light to make me whole.

Your perfect love casts out my fears,
Comforts me, and dries my tears.

I’m in the shadow of Your wings
Where you teach my heart to sing.

Safe and secure from all alarm,
Your faithful love keeps me from harm.

I will bless You all my days.
You fill my heart with songs of praise.
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Chapter 1

Competing Worldviews

Catholicism teaches some things that are Scriptural (such as the Resurrection of Jesus
Christ). However, it does not have a Biblical worldview. This is because, according to
Catholic doctrine, the traditions of men are more important than Scripture. As a result,
Catholicism is influenced by unscriptural philosophies, unbiblical practices, and
non-Christian religions.

These will be discussed later. Right now, | want to deal with some principles that
will help explain how the priests and nuns in the next chapter wound up mixing
Catholicism with non-Christian religions, and how Catholic theologians wound up
wandering so far from Biblical truth. These principles are also helpful in understanding
how unscriptural beliefs and practices are getting into some Evangelical churches.

Today there are a number of unscriptural worldviews that have influenced
churches and individual Christians. One result is that many Evangelicals are becoming
interested in Catholic mysticism and other aspects of Catholicism.

In today’s ecumenical world, it is becoming more and more important that people
understand Catholicism. That is why | wrote Catholic Concerns.

If you are a Catholic, then please read Appendix A (“For Catholics”) before
reading any more of this book.

If you are a former Catholic, then please read Appendix B (“For Former
Catholics™) after you have read the rest of the book.

Whatever your religious background, please pray as you read Catholic Concerns.
Please ask God to show you His perspective about the things that are discussed here. |
have done my best to be fair and accurate, but only God has the full truth. Only He fully
understands the big picture. That’s why | want the Lord to speak to your heart as you
read this book. (Or any other book about religion.)

The Importance of Worldviews

The worldview of Christians should be based on the Bible—and on their understanding
of, and relationship with, the Lord Jesus Christ. However, we live in a world with many
other beliefs, values, and ways of thinking. These beliefs and values are continually
presented to us through secular education, newspapers, magazines, movies, books,
television, and video games.

Some worldviews are: Christianity, Islam, secular humanism, Marxism-Leninism
(communism), the New Age movement, and postmodernism. (The New Age Movement
is also called “the new spirituality,” the Age of Aquarius, and cosmic humanism.) Each
of these worldviews has a different approach to theology, philosophy, ethics, biology,
psychology, sociology, law, politics, economics, and history.*
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These various worldviews can have a significant impact on our practical daily
lives. For example, in the United States, humanism is a tax-exempt religion.? It has been
actively promoted by the media, by Hollywood, and in the public school system.

Secular humanist John Dumphy wrote an article titled “A Religion for a New
Age” which was published in The Humanist magazine.®> He said that public school
teachers should be “ministers” who use their classrooms “to convey humanist values in
whatever subject they teach, regardless of the educational level—preschool, daycare, or
large state university.” Dunphy said that the teachers should replace Christianity with the
“new faith of humanism.” In 1994, Dunphy wrote an article for the Secular Humanist
Bulletin in which he repeated and reinforced his previous statements.”

John Dewey is the “Father of Modern Education.” He is also one of the signers of
The Humanist Manifesto. ®> The original Humanist Manifesto (1933) said, “the time has
passed for theism [belief in God].” A second version of the Humanist Manifesto (1980)
said, “As non-theists, we begin with humans not God, nature not deity.” It also said, “No
deity will save us; we must save ourselves.”

Dewey openly admitted that secular humanism is a religion. In his book A
Common Faith he said, “Here are all the elements for a religious faith...””

Worldviews have practical consequences. John Dewey, the Father of Modern
Education, was an atheist who wanted to replace belief in God with the religion of
secular humanism. Therefore, it is not surprising that many children who were raised in
Christian homes no longer practice their family’s faith when they become adults.

Competing worldviews can influence the beliefs and practices of Christians. For
example, the New Age (“the new spirituality”) teaches moral relativism. This is directly
opposed to the moral absolutes of Christianity. In spite of that, New Age beliefs and
practices are getting into modern churches. You can read about it in A Time of Departing
by Ray Yungen.?

Even postmodernism is getting into some churches. The emergent church is led
by a group of influential men “who are incorporating elements of Postmodernism within
their theology.” They deny the inerrancy of Scripture, and they are skeptical about some
foundational Christian doctrines.” You can read about the emerging church and its
influence in Faith Undone by Roger Oakland.°

After some Christian authors showed that the New Age movement is contrary to
Biblical Christianity, then New Age leaders stopped using that term to describe
themselves. Now they use terms such as “the new spirituality.” The vocabulary changed,
but the beliefs and practices remained the same. | would not be surprised if something
similar happens with the emergent church movement.

There is another worldview that is influencing individual Christians and some
churches. It is Neopaganism. This includes Wicca, modern Druids, and groups such as
the Covenant of Unitarian Universalist Pagans.

Wicca is the largest Neopagan movement. It involves nature worship, goddess
worship, and witchcraft.!’ | know some Christian parents whose children became
involved in Wicca through the influence of students at their schools. Wicca is a rapidly
growing religion that can be studied and practiced on the Internet. There are “virtual
covens” where young people can practice the Wiccan religion online without the
knowledge of their parents.*
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Wiccan beliefs and practices are getting into mainline denominations. For
example, two Methodist clergywomen participated in a “croning ritual” (a witchcraft
initiation ritual). They both wrote articles praising their experience in Wellsprings, a
journal for Methodist clergywomen. When contacted by Insight on the News, both
women confirmed their participation in the croning ritual, and said that their bishop (a
woman) had also participated. When the bishop was contacted, she said that she
“witnessed many croning rituals.”?

Some churches use a ten-session workshop called Cakes for the Queen of Heaven.
It encourages goddess worship and endorses witchcraft. The movie Goddess
Remembered is used in some church study groups.**

In November 1993, a Re-imagining Conference was held in Minneapolis. Most of
the 2,000 participants were women. It was an ecumenical church conference attended by
Catholics, Presbyterians, Methodists, Lutherans, and members of almost a dozen other
denominations. They invoked Sophia, the Goddess of Wisdom, calling her their Creator.
Prayers and liturgies were addressed to this goddess. Communion consisted of milk and
honey instead of bread and wine. They openly rejected the doctrines of the Incarnation
and the Atonement.”

It is interesting that two things are happening at the same time. Some Christians
are losing their faith in the supernatural events described in the Bible. Meanwhile, other
Christians are developing a faith in the supernatural teachings of Neopaganism and the
New Age movement (the “new spirituality””). For example, I met a woman who claims to
be Christian, but the soap opera Charmed seems to have more influence on her
worldview than the Bible does.

Then and Now

Non-Christian worldviews (especially humanism) have influenced the beliefs,
assumptions, and daily lives of Christians in America and other western nations. We have
changed more than most people realize.

To get some idea of how much our thinking and behavior has changed, let’s
compare some modern beliefs and behavior with those of times past.

Go back to 1950. That’s 58 years ago. If you weren’t alive then, you can get some
idea of what things were like by watching movies from that period or reading books
about it.

In 1950, the most common disciplinary problems in the schools were talking in
class and chewing gum. The overwhelming majority of people were virgins when they
got married. Divorce was highly unusual. When people got married, they expected to stay
together, no matter what.

Back in 1950, watching sex was not an acceptable form of entertainment. In the
movies, if there was a love scene, you saw the couple together and then the picture
changed or faded out. You might see a kiss, but that was it. Parents back then would have
been appalled if their children saw the kinds of things that have become commonplace in
movies and television today.

Charles Spurgeon preached until his death in 1892. That was 116 years ago.
When he preached, every seat in his church was filled, and people who couldn’t get seats
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stood in the aisles. Some people walked for miles to get to his church, stood for a two-
hour service, and then walked home again. And they were grateful to be able to do it.
There was no fellowship hall, no coffee, no smiling greeters at the doors, and no
opportunity to shake the pastor’s hand or talk with him. Back then, people took God
seriously. They prayed and read their Bibles at home, and when they went to church, they
went there to do business with God—not to socialize.

All Worldviews Are Not Equal

We should love and respect people whose worldviews are different from ours. However,
we should not compromise our own worldview in order to do it. We can love people and
still disagree with them.

People are free to believe whatever they want to believe. However, there is only
one correct worldview. And we will know what it is when we die.

« If the secular humanists are right, then we will just cease to exist. But if they
are wrong, then we will keep on existing.

» If the New Agers and Hindus are right, then that continuing existence will be
reincarnation. But if they are wrong, then we will be in either Heaven or Hell.

* If the Bible is true, then Jesus Christ is the only way to Heaven.

The stakes are tremendous—and eternal.

A Biblical Worldview

Biblical Christianity is based on having a Biblical worldview. That means believing that
the Bible is credible and authoritative, and that it is given by God through the Holy
Spirit. The Apostles Paul and Peter said,

“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That
the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good
works.” (2 Timothy 3:16-17, emphasis added)

“For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our
learning, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might
have hope.” (Romans 15:4)

“For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men

of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” (2 Peter 1:21,
emphasis added)
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So Scripture comes from God. Therefore, whenever possible, we should use
Scripture to understand Scripture. That way we will get God’s perspective on it, rather
than our own limited human perspective (or the limited perspective of someone else).

Jesus said that His words would last forever. The world that we know will pass
away, but His words won’t. In addition, there are times when the writers of the Bible
clearly asserted that their words came directly from God. For example:

“Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away.”
(Matthew 24:35, emphasis added)

“Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall
depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of
devils;” (1 Timothy 4:1, emphasis added)

“And the LORD called unto Moses, and spake unto him out of the
tabernacle of the congregation, saying, Speak to the children of Israel and
say unto them...” (Leviticus 1:1-2, emphasis added)

“Then the word of the LORD came unto me, saying...” (Jeremiah 1:4,
13:8, 18:5, 28:12, 36:27; Ezekiel 33:23, emphasis added)

“...this word came unto Jeremiah from the LORD, saying, Take thee a
roll of a book [a scroll], and write therein all the words that | have
spoken unto thee...” (Jeremiah 36:1-2, emphasis added)

“I will raise them up a Prophet from among their brethren, like unto thee,
and will put my words in his mouth; and he shall speak unto them all
that I shall command him.” (Deuteronomy 18:18, emphasis added)

The Bible is the Word of God, and it is our greatest treasure. It is the key to
knowing God and having a right relationship with Him, and it brings joy to those who
love the Lord. Psalms 19 and 119 say,

“The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the
LORD is sure, making wise the simple. The statutes of the LORD are
right, rejoicing the heart: the commandment of the LORD is pure,
enlightening the eyes. The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring for ever:
the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether. More to be
desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold: sweeter also than
honey and the honeycomb. Moreover by them is thy servant warned: and
in keeping of them there is great reward.” (Psalm 19:7-11)

“Thy word have | hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.
Blessed art thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes. With my lips have |
declared all the judgments of thy mouth. | have rejoiced in the way of thy
testimonies, as much as in all riches. | will meditate in thy precepts, and
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have respect unto thy ways. | will delight myself in thy statutes: I will not
forget thy word.” (Psalm 119:11-16)

Jesus and the apostles warned us that persuasive people will try to deceive us.
Here are a few examples:

“And Jesus answered and said to them, Take heed that no man deceive
you.” (Matthew 24:4, emphasis added)

“But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall
be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable
heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon
themselves swift destruction. And many shall follow their pernicious
ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of.”
(2 Peter 2:1-2, emphasis added)

“Behold, | come quickly: hold fast which thou hast, that no man take
thy crown.” (Revelation 3:11, emphasis added)

“For they that are such serve not the Lord Jesus Christ, but their own
belly; and by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the
simple.” (Romans 16:18, emphasis added)

“Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall
depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of
devils;” (1 Timothy 4:1, emphasis added)

“Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of these things
cometh the wrath of God upon the children of disobedience. Be not ye
therefore partakers with them.” (Ephesians 5:6-7, emphasis added)

“Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit,
after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after
Christ.” (Colossians 2:8, emphasis added)

“Let no man beguile you of your reward...” (Colossians 2:18a, emphasis
added)

According to Webster’s Dictionary, the word “spoil” means to “damage
seriously,” to “rob,” to “ruin.” The word “beguile” means to “deceive,” to “hoodwink,”
to “deprive by guile,” to “cheat.” So Paul says that Christians have something precious,
and they need to be careful not to allow it to be taken away from them by deception.
They need to be vigilant, and avoid being defrauded by smooth-talking, persuasive
people.
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We are strongly warned not to add to Scripture or take away from it.
Unfortunately, both adding and taking away have been done by Catholics, liberal
Protestants, emergent church leaders, and others. Please note the following warnings:

“Ye shall not add unto the word which I command you, neither shall
ye diminish ought from it, that ye may keep the commandments of the
LORD your God which I command you.” (Deuteronomy 4:2, emphasis
added)

“What thing soever | command you, observe to do it: thou shalt not add
thereto, nor diminish from it.” (Deuteronomy 12:32, emphasis added)

“Every word of God is pure: He is a shield unto them that put their trust in
him. Add thou not unto his words, lest he reprove thee, and thou be
found a liar.” (Proverbs 30:5-6, emphasis added)

“If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the
plagues that are written in this book: And if any man shall take away
from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his
part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things
which are written in this book.” (Revelation 22:18b-19, emphasis added)

Thanks to the widespread influence of humanism, many people today have
difficulty really believing the Bible. If you are one of them, then please read Josh
McDowell’s book Evidence That Demands a Verdict. It’s an in-depth study of evidence
for the credibility and reliability of the Bible. In 1999 he published a revised and
expanded edition titled The New Evidence That Demands A Verdict: Fully Updated to
Answer the Questions Challenging Christians Today. Both editions give historical and
archeological evidence for the credibility, reliability, and accuracy of the Bible. They
also show how some Old Testament prophecies have been fulfilled.

Also, please read Josh McDowell’s book More Than a Carpenter. This is a short,
easy-to-read book about the Resurrection, which is an absolutely essential Christian
doctrine. The Apostle Paul said,

“And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins.
Then they also which are fallen asleep in Christ are perished. If in this life
only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable. But now is
Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept.
For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the
dead. For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.”
(1 Corinthians 15:17-22)

In addition, you can read the Internet article “Archeological and Historical
Evidence for Biblical Accuracy.”

www.catholicconcerns.com/Archaeology.html
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Please note that I am only recommending two particular books by Josh
McDowell. I can’t recommend the author himself because people can change. | don’t
know what conferences he may have attended, or what friends or authors may have
influenced him. | don’t know whether or not his worldview is still Scriptural.

Some well respected Evangelicals are being influenced by the emergent church.
In one case, a man’s son went to seminary and was influenced by an emergent professor.
Then the son influenced his father, who is a pastor and an author. Then the father
preached a series of sermons to take his congregation through a “paradigm shift” into
emergent thinking.

People can change, and churches can change. Therefore, we have to be like the
Bereans and test everything against Scripture. (See Acts 17:10-12)

In order to be able to do that, we have to have a good working knowledge of
Scripture. That requires reading it regularly. It also requires reading large portions of it at
a time, so that we can understand things in context.

During the Temptation in the Wilderness, the devil tempted Jesus to turn some
stones into bread. Jesus answered, “It is written...” After that, the devil used Scripture to
tempt Jesus—he told Jesus to thrown Himself down from the top of the Temple, saying,
“It is written...” And Jesus replied, “It is written again...”

Sometimes things in Scripture have to be kept in balance. “It is written” gives one
aspect of it, and “It is written again” gives another aspect of it.

For example, in the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus told us, “Give to him that asketh
thee, and from him that would borrow of thee, turn not away.” That’s a good general
principle. We should help the needy. However, there are so many poor people in the
world that if word got around that we gave to everybody who asked, needy people would
flock to us. And if we gave them everything that they asked for, we would wind up with
nothing ourselves. We would become homeless beggars. Another Scripture verse gives
balance to what Jesus said. The Apostle Paul tells us, “But if any provide not for his own,
and specially for those of his own house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an
infidel.” (1 Timothy 5:8)

So there is a balance here. On the one hand, we should have hearts that are willing
to give. But we also need to use good judgment when giving, so that we can provide
adequately for our families. It is written, “Give to him that asketh thee...” But it is also
written, “But if any provide not for his own, specially for those of his own house, he hath
denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel.”

In applying Scripture, we need to pray, use good judgment, and look for other
Scripture passages that give further insight.

Common Sense and Scripture

We can’t live according to Scripture unless we have confidence that it means what it
says, that it is reliable, and that it is credible.

Many problems that people have with Scripture are caused by heeding Scripture
“experts” who don’t use common sense. For example, Jesus gave the “Sermon on the
Mount” and the “Sermon on the Plain.” Some “experts” consider that to be a
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contradiction. Was it a mount or a plain? They have forgotten something. Jesus was a
traveling preacher who taught for three years. Therefore, He taught from many mounts,
and many plains, and from ships, and from seashores, and in houses, and from every kind
of place that a person could preach from.

Similarly, some people raise questions because Matthew, Mark, Luke and John
have different versions of a parable or a teaching. Again, they have forgotten that Jesus
was a real live preacher. And in real life, traveling preachers use the same teachings and
illustrations many times, with variations in how they present them.

Some people are troubled if Matthew, Mark, Luke or John have differences in
how they relate something that happened. For example, with the beggar Blind
Bartimaeus, one of the Gospels mentions two blind men but the others only mention one
blind man. Well, in real life, if you had five people witness an event and write about it,
you would have variations in the reports. Different people would focus on different
things. And as far as the number of blind men goes, there were many beggars on the
roadsides, and some of them were blind. It would not be unusual for a blind beggar like
Bartimaeus to have friends who were also blind beggars, and to want to be with his
friends. So one account mentions Bartimaeus’ fellow beggar, and the other accounts
don’t. There is nothing unusual about that. 1t’s the kind of thing that often happens in real
life.

Another thing that causes problems for some people is differences of writing style
in Paul’s letters. In real life, writing style and vocabulary depends on who we are writing
to and on the subject matter. We should expect Paul to write to Gentiles differently than
he writes to Jews. We should expect him to write to mature Christians differently than he
writes to immature Christians who are having a lot of problems. We should expect him to
write to Timothy (a fellow minister who was close to him) differently than he would
write to people he hasn’t met.

Think about your own letters and emails. Would you write to your boss the same
way that you write to your son or your daughter? Would you write to a nonbeliever the
same way that you write to your pastor? Would you write about a football game the same
way that you write about a research project you are doing at school?

Sometimes Greek verb tenses can cause confusion. For example, 1 John 1:8 says,
“If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.” So John
is saying that we all sin. But later, in 1 John 3:6 he says, “Whosoever abideth in him
sinneth not: whosoever sinneth hath not seen him, neither known him.” Now that could
be confusing. The problem is the Greek verb tense. 1 John 3:6 is saying that if we abide
in Him we do not keep on sinning. It’s not a one-time event. It’s a lifestyle. Any
Christian can sin and repent. That is very different from habitually sinning. (I don’t know
Greek, but I’ve heard that teaching from several preachers.)

Some scholars say that the Sermon on the Mount is a compilation of teachings,
rather than one sermon. They have forgotten something. We live in a televised world
where many people have short attention spans, and many preachers have short sermons.
Back in 1858, when Abraham Lincoln debated Stephen Douglas (the famous Lincoln-
Douglas Debates), each debate lasted for three hours.*® So people in those days were able
to do serious listening for three hours straight.

I did an experiment. | read the entire Sermon on the Mount out loud, at a slow,
conversational pace. (It’s the Gospel of Matthew, chapters 5 through 7.) It only took 15
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minutes. Surely Jesus preached longer than that to people who went to all the trouble to
find Him and listen to him. He was only going to be with those particular people one
time. So He had to get as much truth to them as He could during that one time of
preaching.

We know that Jesus and His followers did some lengthy preaching. On one
occasion, the Apostle Paul preached all night long, until daybreak. (Acts 20:7-12)

Therefore, 1 would expect that what the Bible gives us from the Sermon on the
Mount is only a selection out of many teachings that Jesus gave on that occasion. And the
quotations from Jesus that we have may only be the conclusions that He gave following
longer teachings about those issues.

Matthew’s account of the Sermon on the Mount is the result of the Holy Spirit
showing Matthew which of the many teachings that Jesus gave should be included in the
report, and which statements Jesus made should be quoted. It is also the result of the
Holy Spirit enabling Matthew to remember accurately. Jesus promised His disciples,

“But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send
in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your
remembrance, whatsoever | have said unto you.” (John 14:26,
emphasis added)

Matthew 5:38-42 is a good opportunity to use some common sense. Jesus
basically told people to be loving and forgiving instead of quarreling and vengeful. For
example, He said,

“Ye have heard that it hath been said, An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a
tooth: But | say unto you, That ye resist not evil: but whosoever shall
smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also.” (Matthew 5:38-
39)

First he said, don’t try to get revenge. Then he said to allow someone to slap you
on the cheek. Being slapped is unpleasant, but it is a relatively mild degree of pain and
hardship. Jesus did not say that Christians should passively allow people to rape their
wives and murder their children. He didn’t even tell Christians to passively submit to
persecution. He said,

“But when they persecute you in this city, flee ye into another...”
(Matthew 10:23a)

Similarly, Jesus said that if someone sues us for our tunic, we should let them
have it, and even our cloak as well. (Matthew 5:40) That is just some clothing. Although
clothing was more difficult to obtain back in those days than it is now, it was still just
clothing. Jesus did not say that we should allow people to take our home and our farm or
business, so that we and our family become homeless and destitute.
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Here is another example of using Scripture to interpret Scripture. It also comes
from the Sermon on the Mount. Jesus said,

“Judge not, that ye be not judged.” (Matthew 7:1)

Some people interpret that as meaning that we should never criticize anything that
other people say or do. However, that cannot be the meaning of this passage because,
later on in the same chapter, Jesus said,

“Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep’s clothing, but
inwardly they are ravening wolves. Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do
men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? Even so every good tree
bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit.”
(Matthew 7:15-17)

How can we beware of them if we can’t recognize them? How can we warn our
friends and family to beware of them if we aren’t allowed to say anything negative about
anybody? According to what Jesus said, He expects us to be able to recognize false
teachers, and to discern the difference between good and bad fruit in a person’s life.

How do we reconcile that with not judging people? According to my study Bible,
Jesus warned us against condemning the actions or motives of others, because only God
knows their hearts and their motives. We cannot condemn people. However, we are
expected to be “fruit inspectors” who can tell the difference between people who teach
Christian truth, and false teachers. (Matthew 7:15-20) In addition, Jesus commanded us
to “judge righteous judgment.” (John 7:24)

Here is a practical example from real life. If we have reasons to question
someone’s morality and their level of responsible behavior, we cannot condemn them,
because only God knows their heart. However, we should not let them babysit our
children. And it would be foolish to become business partners with them.

If we come across a passage in Scripture that doesn’t make sense to us, we can
ask God to help us understand it. If we pray, and consider that passage some more, and
we still can’t understand it, then we can just set it aside and go on reading. There have
been times when a Scripture passage that | didn’t understand before suddenly makes
sense. It’s like a light goes on, and | can see it.

Reading Scripture is a lifetime adventure. What we do understand is more than
enough to guide us and help us know the Lord better. Let’s use what we can understand,
and trust God to take care of the rest of it in His own good timing.
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Paradigm Shifts

Sometimes people radically change their thinking based on one sermon, or one book, or
one movie, or attending one conference. This is known as a “paradigm shift.”

It is possible to have this kind of radical change in thinking without being aware
that it has happened. Here is an example from my life.

One day | was eating at a restaurant in the middle of the afternoon, when there
were few customers and the waiter had time to talk with me. He was a nice young man, a
college student who was raised in a Christian home. He said some strange things. I
responded with Christian truth. Then he replied, “But the Alchemist said...”

My waiter had read a novel with a character called “the Alchemist” who was
portrayed as being a wise man. He encountered people with problems, and spoke words
of “wisdom” that helped them.

| told the waiter that the Alchemist’s statements were New Age teachings. Even
though he had been raised in a Christian home, and went to church in his youth, that had
no impact on him. When he said something reflecting New Age teaching, and | countered
with a Christian perspective, he would reply, “But the Alchemist said...”

I finally told him that “alchemist” is an old-fashioned word for a sorcerer, and the
“wisdom” of this sorcerer was New Age thinking, and it was contrary to the teachings of
Christianity. But even that had no impact on him.

The “wise” sayings of a make-believe character in a novel had more impact on
that young man’s thinking than all his previous years of Biblical instruction in a Christian
home and a Christian church. Although he still called himself a Christian, he now had a
New Age worldview instead of a Christian worldview. And he didn’t even realize that his
thinking had changed.

The problem is that he accepted the new way of thinking without examining it.

If he had prayed while reading the book, and compared what he was reading with
Scripture (like the Bereans), then that book would not have had such a profound impact
on his thinking. He soon would have recognized that what it taught was contrary to
Scripture. At that point, he would have been wise to stop reading it. If for some reason he
felt that he had to keep on reading it, then he would have been cautious, and compared
what it said even more carefully against Scripture. And hopefully he would have asked
God to protect him and give him wisdom.

I went to Barnes & Noble to look for that book. On their “Required Reading”
table, there was a book titled The Alchemist. So that young man had probably been
required to read the book as an assignment in a class he was taking. It’s possible that the
professor who gave the reading assignment did so precisely in order to create a paradigm
shift. Remember John Dewey, the Father of Modern Education? Requiring students to
read The Alchemist would fit right in with Dewey’s goal of using the schools to
undermine the faith of Christian students.

When it comes to physical food, we are careful about what we eat. If something
smells rotten, then we throw it away instead of eating it. We need to be even more careful
when it comes to mental food and spiritual food.
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Incremental Changes in Worldview

Another way that people can change their worldview is incrementally—gradually—one
small step at a time. Little by little, so that they don’t notice the change. It requires
constant vigilance and prayer to avoid being incrementally moved away from a Christian
worldview. The Bible warns us to be “sober” and “vigilant” (watchful, on guard).

“Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion,
walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:” (1 Peter 5:8)

Drunks act impulsively, based on emotion. Sober people are capable of reflective
thinking, discernment, self-control, and basing their actions on Scriptural principles
rather than on fleeting feelings. Of course, it takes time and practice to learn to do that.
But if we are sober and vigilant, then we are able to do it, even though we may not
always be consistent about it.

The best way to learn to recognize counterfeit money is to study good money.
And the best way to learn to recognize false teachings is to study Scripture. There have
been times in my life when a teaching sounded reasonable, but | felt that there was
something wrong with it, so | didn’t take it in and apply it. And then later (perhaps many
days later), all at once a Scripture passage jumped out at me, and suddenly | realized
what was wrong with that teaching.

That illustrates a combination of the value of knowing Scripture, and the nudging
of the Holy Spirit. Jesus told His disciples that He would send the Holy Spirit to them
(John 16:7-15). In this passage, Jesus describes the Holy Spirit as being “the Comforter”
(verse 7) and “the Spirit of truth” (verse 13). And one of the things that He does for
followers of Jesus Christ is to guide them into truth—in other words, to enable them to
discern truth from error. Jesus said,

“Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all
truth...” (John 16:13a, emphasis added)

In the epistle of Jude, we are told that God is able to keep us from falling away
from Him.

“Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you
faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy, To the only
wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both
now and ever. Amen.” (Jude 1:24-25, emphasis added)

Now this is not a reason to act as if vigilance is not needed. These two Scripture
passages balance each other. The first tells us what we need to do. The second assures us
that God will give us the grace to do it.

Here is an example of incremental change, from the world of popular music. In
January 1971, George Harrison (of the Beatles) released the song “My Sweet Lord.”’ It
was his first solo record, and it was immensely popular.
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The music is beautiful. The melody and instrumentation, and the soothing quality
of George Harrison’s voice, draw you into the song. It sounds so devout, so full of loving
worship. The words seem to epitomize the goal of contemplative prayer—to really know
God, to be with Him, to see Him. As George Harrison sings about longing to know God,
the background vocals sing “hallelujah.” It sounds so Christian.*®

But then the song changes. At first the change isn’t obvious, because it is in the
words of the background vocals.

George Harrison keeps singing about the same longing to know God. In addition,
the instrumentals are so beautiful that when the “halle” of “hallelujah” changes to “hare,”
you barely notice it. After a while, you realize that the background vocals are singing
“Hare Krishna” instead of “hallelujah.” But then you hear some more “hallelujahs,” so it
seems as if it must have been “hallelujah” all along, a song honoring the God of the
Bible.

Then the background lyrics become stronger and more noticeable, and it sounds
as if they are singing in a foreign language. In reality, they are singing the names of the
Hindu gods Krishna, Brahma, Vishnu and Sakshaat (Shiva). They are also singing
phrases from the “Hare Krishna” mantra.™

The song has morphed from seemingly Christian devotion to Hindu devotion. But
it still sounds so sweet and beautiful that it is difficult to believe that the change has
occurred.

That is a picture of what can happen when Christians become involved in
contemplative prayer, mysticism, and things that come from Eastern religions or modern
New Age practices. People can start out longing to know the God of the Bible, and wind
up being drawn to Hindus and Buddhists and New Agers, and to the gods and goddesses
that they worship. (In the next chapter, you will read about some Roman Catholic priests
and monks who did just that.)

Protestants are not immune to this kind of transformation. Evangelical Christians
were introduced to contemplative prayer and mysticism by Catholic mystics such as
Thomas Merton. Seeing the genuine devotion of such men, some Evangelicals assumed
that they were Biblical Christians, and followed their example. Unfortunately, those
Catholic mystics were not Biblical Christians at all. For example, near the end of his life,
Thomas Merton practiced Buddhism and Suffism (Muslim mysticism), and he saw no
conflict between what he was doing and Catholicism.”

The Roman Catholic Church gives the traditions of men priority over the Bible. In
addition, it promotes some beliefs and practices that are clearly contrary to Scripture.
You will see some practical results of this in the next two chapters.

Experts

“Experts” have a natural appeal because most of us feel inadequate when it comes to
understanding Scripture and knowing how to apply it to our daily lives. Our natural
inclination is to look for some “expert” to do the job for us. However, there is a problem
with that.

Jesus warned us that there would be tares among the wheat. (See Matthew 13:24-
30) Tares are weeds that look like wheat. It is difficult to tell the difference until the
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plants become mature. In other words, on the surface they look like Christians—but they
aren’t.

Jesus also warned us about wolves in sheep’s clothing. (See Matthew 7:15-20)
These are people who appear to be Christians, but they aren’t. And they cause real
damage to real Christians. (Think about what a wolf does to a sheep.)

The Apostles Peter and Paul also warned us. They said,

“But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall
be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies,
even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift
destruction. And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of
whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of.” (2 Peter 2:1-2)

“For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but
after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching
ears; And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be
turned unto fables.” (2 Timothy 4:3-4)

“But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and
being deceived.” (2 Timothy 3:14)

“Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall
depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of
devils” (1 Timothy 4:1)

So false teachers will have a widespread influence among Christians. They will be
popular, because they will tell people what they want to hear. And they will teach things
that result in having people go to hell. Some of these false teachers will be men who have
been deceived, and who deceive others. In some cases, they may spread deception by
sincerely passing on deceptive things that they were taught by people they trusted. In
other cases, they may deliberately deceive people, knowing full well what they are doing.

One example of a false teacher is Episcopal Bishop John Shelby Spong. He wrote
a book titled Why Christianity Must Change or Die. | skimmed through some portions of
that book at Barnes & Noble. Basically, his idea seems to be that, in order to be relevant
to the modern world, Christianity has to stop being Christian. Spong also wrote the book
Resurrection: Myth or Reality? He spent 352 pages trying to convince people that the
Resurrection never really happened. But the Resurrection is an absolutely foundational
doctrine of Christianity.

Bishop Spong even questions whether it is necessary to believe in God in order to
be a Christian. He wrote an article titled “Can One Be a Christian Without Being a
Theist?” In it, he says that we live in a world that has made the “traditional theistic view
of God inoperative.”?*

You may say, “Well, Bishop Spong is a liberal Episcopalian.” That’s true. But
Evangelicals are also plagued with false teachers. For example, today there are some
Evangelical authors who deny the existence of hell—which implies that there is no need
for salvation. There are also some Evangelical pastors who deny the Atonement (that
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Jesus Christ died to save us from our sins). Such teachings are not compatible with a
Biblical Christian worldview.

So we cannot depend on “experts.” We need to do our own Scripture reading, and
pray and ask God to help us understand the Bible, and get to know the Bible well. We
can read books by Christian authors, but when we do, we need to be vigilant, and
compare their teachings with Scripture. We cannot afford to passively accept something
just because an “expert” wrote it. Not even if it is recommended by people with good
reputations. (They may have only read a letter from the author or publisher, enclosing
some carefully selected excerpts from the book.)

The same thing applies to sermons and Bible studies. We have to be vigilant
there, also. Pastors can change. If they are not vigilant Bereans who test everything
against Scripture, then one conference, or one friend, or one book, can cause a “paradigm
shift” in their worldview. Or a series of books or teachings can cause a gradual,
incremental shift. Either way, they can wind up losing a Biblical worldview. And if that
happens, then they will start teaching things that will undermine the Biblical worldviews
of their church members. If that happens, then it’s time to start looking for another
church. (I’ve had to do that. It hurts. But our relationship with God is more important
than our relationship with the people in our church.)

The Numbers Game

People tend to be impressed with size. “Bigger” and “better” often go together in
advertising slogans. Can we assume that the Catholic Church must be right because it is
so big? Among Protestants, can we assume that pastors, authors, or theologians must be
right if they have large, financially prosperous churches, or they sell a lot of books, or
they influence large numbers of people?

Goliath was huge, powerful, and a seasoned warrior. He was admired by the
Philistines and feared by the Israelites. People were impressed with Goliath, but God
wasn’t. God used a shepherd named David to kill the giant. (1 Samuel 17:1-54)

When Gideon fought the Midianites, he started out with 32,000 men. That sounds
like an impressive number until you read that the Midianite soldiers were a multitude
which filled the valley like a plague of locusts. But God told Gideon that he had too
many men, and he was to send home every man who was afraid. Two-thirds of his men
left (22,000 out of 32,000). Then God disqualified all but 300 of the 10,000 men who
remained. That left Gideon with less than one percent of his original soldiers. (Judges
7:1-9)

In God’s eyes, which group were the true-hearted soldiers through whom He
could do miracles? The 31,7007 Or the 300 who defeated the Midianites? If you read
what happened, you will see that God was with the one percent.

Jesus spoke about a large crowd of people who go the wrong way, to their
destruction, and a small group of people who find the right way, which leads to life. He
said,

“Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way,
that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat:
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Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life,
and few there be that find it.” (Matthew 7:13-14)

If you look at the context in which Jesus said this, He was speaking to the
multitudes in Israel. These were not pagans who served “foreign gods.” They were God’s
chosen people, in covenant with Him—the people who had the Scriptures, the people to
whom God had sent the prophets. And Jesus warned them that there was a broad, popular
way, which most people would choose, that would lead to destruction.

Jesus spoke of Godly people who would be despised, and false people who would
be widely accepted. He said,

“Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall
say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be
exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they
the prophets which were before you.” (Matthew 5:11-12)

“Woe unto you, when all men shall speak well of you! for so did their
fathers to the false prophets.” (Luke 6:26)

Obviously, being part of a small minority that is spoken against does not
necessarily make people right. David Koresh and Jim Jones were dead wrong.

My point is that we cannot use numbers to decide whether or not people are right.
We need to measure their teachings against Scripture. Our plumb line is the Bible, not the
calculator.

A Request

Some things in this book may be startling. When you read them, please do not say things
to yourself such as, “How could those Catholics...”

The answer is quite simple. They are believing and doing things that they were
taught by people they trust.

You and I do the same thing. The difference is that we were fortunate enough to
have trusted people who have a Biblical Christian worldview.

Instead of pointing our fingers, how about counting our blessings.
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Chapter 2

Mixing Catholicism with
Non-Christian Religions

One of the documents produced by the Second Vatican Council was Nostra Aetate,
“Declaration on the Relation of the Church to Non-Christian Religions.” It says that the
Catholic Church appreciates “what is true and holy in these religions.” It “urges”
Catholics to enter into “discussion and collaboration” with people from other religions.

The impact of this call to inter-faith dialog can be seen in the titles of some books
written by Catholic priests and monks. Aloysius Pieris wrote Love Meets Wisdom: A
Christian Experience of Buddhism. Anthony de Mello wrote Sadhana, A Way to God:
Christian Exercises in Eastern Form. Bede Griffiths wrote Cosmic Revelation: The
Hindu Way to God, and The Other Half of My Soul: Bede Griffiths and the Hindu-
Christian Dialogue. Aelred Graham wrote Zen Catholicism, and Conversations:
Christian and Buddhist. George Maloney wrote Mysticism and the New Age. Wayne
Teasdale wrote The Mystic Heart: Discovering a Universal Spirituality in the World’s
Religions. John J. Heaney wrote The Sacred and the Psychic: Parapsychology &
Christian Theology.

Some members of non-Christian religions are responding in similar ways. For
example, a Buddhist monk studied Catholic theology in order to become a better
Buddhist.” A book about enlightened mystics and masters, with a Foreword by the Dalai
Lama, includes St. Catherine of Siena and St. John of the Cross.

Pope John Paul Il

In October 1986, Pope John Paul Il convened and led a multi-faith service at Assisi, Italy.
Leaders of non-Christian religions participated and publicly prayed to their gods.
Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists, animists, and Zoroastrians participated in this service. So
did an Orthodox patriarch and some Protestant leaders.*

The video Catholicism: Crisis of Faith has film footage of this service. You can
see and hear the Dalai Lama chanting, African shamans calling on their gods, and
Muslims chanting from the Koran.’

The altar that was used for the service had a statue of Buddha on top of the
Tabernacle (an ornate container for consecrated bread). Catholics believe that
consecrated bread is literally the body, blood, soul, and divinity of Jesus Christ. From a
Catholic perspective, putting a statue of Buddha on top of the Tabernacle is, in effect,
elevating Buddha above Jesus Christ.®

In 2002, John Paul Il convened another multi-faith service in Assisi. Leaders of
many non-Christian religions participated in the service.’
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John Paul Il visited Benin in Africa. He apologized for the fact that westerners
have rejected African religions, including voodoo.?

Bede Griffiths

In India there is a monastery named Shantivanam (“Forest of Peace”). Although it is
affiliated with a Benedictine community, it is patterned after a Hindu ashram. Bede
Griffiths is their guru. Although he is a Catholic priest and a Benedictine monk, he wears
saffron robes like those of Indian gurus. He says that Hindu philosophy is “the supreme
achievement of the human mind” in seeking to understand God.’

Griffiths says that the Hindu temple is a “sacrament.” He admires the Hindus who
go to the “innermost holy place” in the temple of Shiva (the god of destruction). This
contains the lingam (phallus), which worshipers consider to be “the ultimate reality.”*

According to Griffiths, Hindus are our brothers in Christ. Therefore, there is no
need to evangelize them. Rather, we should “discover” that Jesus Christ is “already
present and active in the Hindu soul.”**

Bede Griffiths practiced contemplative prayer and studied mysticism, including
Buddhist and Hindu mysticism, the Catholic mystics, and Sufism (Muslim mysticism).
He was one of the pioneers in interspirituality (combining the spiritualities of different
religions). The interspiritual movement in India is committed to “a careful process of
assimilation.” Bede Griffith’s Catholic/Hindu ashram is “equally Christian and Hindu,”
thus creating a new culture.

Edward Hays

Having Catholic priests become gurus is not a phenomenon that is limited to the far east.
There are some priest-gurus in the United States. One of them is Edward Hays, a priest in
Kansas City. His bishop suggested that he travel and study non-Christian religions, with a
view to founding a “house of prayer” when he returned to America. Hays founded a
Catholic-Hindu “house of prayer.” It is financed by his archdiocese. He named it
Shantivanam, the same name as Bede Griffith’s Catholic/Hindu ashram in India.™

Edward Hays considers Jesus Christ to be like “Buddha and the other holy
saviors.” His chapel contains a shrine to Shiva (the Hindu god of destruction), a statue of
Buddha, a picture of Our Lady of Guadalupe, and a crucifix. Hays encourages
meditation, the use of mantras, and breathing techniques. Sometimes Celtic festivals are
celebrated, including dancing around a fire pit or a may pole. The “house of prayer” is
quite popular and is usually filled to capacity.™

Thomas Merton

Thomas Merton is a modern Catholic monk who is admired by some Evangelical leaders.
He was a mystic who promoted contemplative prayer. Merton believed that all mystical
experiences are valid, no matter what source they come from. He wanted to see all of the
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religions of the world become united. Merton is widely admired among Buddhists, some
of whom consider him to be a reincarnated Buddha. He is also admired by New Agers.
One spirit medium believes that Merton has become an Ascended Master.*

In discussing one particular issue, Merton said that the Hindu god Ramakrishna
has the answer to the problem. He considered himself to be a Hindu regarding that issue.
He praised Sufism (Muslim mysticism) and talked to his religious community about it.*®

Thomas Merton said that there is “no contradiction” between Catholicism and
Buddlr;ism. He went even further, saying “I intend to become as good a Buddhist as |
can.”

Interspirituality and Mysticism

Bede Griffiths, Edward Hays, and Thomas Merton are all mystics. They also practice
“interspirituality,” which is the assimilation of the beliefs and practices of various
religions.

Interspirituality is described in Wayne Teasdale’s book The Mystic Heart:
Discovering a Universal Spirituality in the World’s Religions. Teadale sees mysticism as
being the key to a global spirituality. His book is divided into four parts. Part I is
“Finding What Unites Us.” Part 4 is “Global Mysticism.” The first chapter in the book is
“A Bridge Across the Religions and Beyond.” The last chapter is “Opening the Heart of
the World: Toward a Universal Mysticism.”

Teasdale sees mysticism as being the key to some kind of global spirituality.
According to the back cover of his book, he is both a Catholic mystic and an
“interreligious monk.” He was strongly influenced by Bede Griffiths.

A Catholic/Muslim Nun

In Indonesia, there is a convent where one of the nuns is both a Roman Catholic and a
devout Muslim. Five times a day, she goes to the mosque to pray. She keeps the
Ramadan fast, and at the end of Ramadan, her convent has a party. The local imam
(Muslim cleric who heads the mosque) was a guest at the post-Ramadan party. The
Catholic/Muslim nun hopes to visit Mecca some day.®

Matthew Fox

As a Catholic priest, Matthew Fox promoted goddess worship, Wicca, and Neopaganism
in the Catholic Church. He denies the existence of sin—with one exception. He says that
it is sinful to fail to embrace the New Age. He encourages the use of drugs as “an aid to
prayer.”*?

Fox founded the Institute for Culture and Creation Spirituality. It is located at
Holy Names College (a Catholic college run by nuns). Staff members of the Institute
included a practicing witch named Starhawk, a voodoo priestess, a shaman (an animist

who worships nature spirits), and a Jungian psychologist. Starhawk is the high priestess
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of a witches’ coven. The Institute has developed a Catholic liturgy that is based on
Wiccan sources.?

Fox is the founder, president, and editor-in-chief of a magazine titled Creation.
You can get some idea of what he believes by the art work in his magazine. The
July/August 1991 issue of Creation featured a picture of Jesus Christ, naked, seated in a
lotus position, with antlers on his head. The May/June 1992 issue featured a picture titled
“The Qetzalcoatl Christ.” It showed the Aztec snake god with the face of Jesus Christ.?

Matthew Fox is a popular speaker with great influence. He denies original sin and
redemption. He says that we need to “embark on a quest for the Cosmic Christ” and in
order to do this, we need to stop seeking the “historical Jesus.” He teaches that people of